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intensely bored and sick of life, but perhaps they weren't. Then
I came back and wrote half an article for the Nation about the
Hanley niusic-hall.
Earlier in the afternoon I went out and viewed the shore, and
the launching of fishing boats. All kinds of activity in progress,
spoiling to be described. But now that I am on my novel I
am tied up again for six months from anything really swagger
in the way of description.
Weather misty. No visible round trace of the sun. The
hotel is haunted by barrel organs. In fact in various ways
Brighton seems to be what London was. Its architecture is old
Belgravia and Tyburnian.
Sunday, January gth.
Last week I wrote 4,500 words of "Clayhanger" and two
articles. So that it was a good beginning. Rickards came on
Friday night. Up till then the only dissipation we had was a
visit to the Aquarium. His conversation remains what it was,
the most human and genuine poetic in texture of any that I
have ever enjoyed. But he must be allowed to talk only of his
own experiences. Every now and then he constructs a very
fine and original general idea. Last night we went to the
Hippodrome, a vast circular human sight. And he made a
good caricature of Seymour Hicks who was in a stage box.
Hicks is staying here. He wore a flannel shirt all day and all
evening, but dined upstairs, probably to hide it. Drove off to
the Hippodrome at 9, and there rolled about with laughter at
the comic turns in the sight of all. I liked him for his frank
enjoyment of the most mediocre things. He had a fine rich
voice, and his unavailing but well-meant efforts to appear
natural and non-celebrated are our joy.
Letter from the new editor of the English Review asking me
to contribute.
Tuesday, January nth.
Too excitingly busy'just now to keep this journal every day.
Hueffer telephoned me on Sunday at lunch-time asking me to
do him a 3,000 word political article on the crisis * for the 20th*
1 The Budget had been thrown out by the Lords in November, Far-
liament had been dissolved and a General Election was to be held on
January 14.
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